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STUDENT’S WORKSHEET 
 

1. Speaking 

What is the most dangerous situation you have ever been in? Tell your partner… 
 

2. Reading and writing 

Read the text below about someone who was climbing a mountain and got caught in an avalanche. 
With your partner, fill in the gaps with your own words. 
 

…………………………………………………… absolutely terrified. I don’t know how I managed to survive but I did ………………………………………………………. 

……………………. absolutely freezing and very scared. …………………………. I saw somewhere safe ……………………..…………………………………....mountain 

side. ……………………………………………..my walking was very slow. 

When ……………………………………….……………. still very cold and very tired ………………………………………………..absolutely starving and very worried 

thinking …………………………………………….. 

As it was getting dark ……………………….……………………….. looking for …………….………... I stood up and waved my arms 
……………………………………………..……… 10 minutes later ………………………………………………………… and he could see I wasn’t very hurt but I was 
absolutely exhausted and alive! 
 

3. Vocabulary 

The adjectives in bold are prefixed with the adverbial modifiers very and some with absolutely. Tell your partner why and complete the rules: 
 

Gradable adjectives such as ……………………… and ……………………… 
show that something can have different degrees. You can be a little, 
really or ………………………. but you cannot be …………………… 

Ungradable adjectives such as ……………………… and ……………………… 
show that something cannot have different degrees. You can be 
completely or ………………………. but you cannot be …………………… 

 

Although different modifiers can be used 
with gradable and ungradable adjectives, 

some collocations (words that go 
together more often than chance) are 

stronger than others e.g. you can be very 
slow but painfully slow is a stronger 

collocation. Look at the table: 
 

GRADABLE (a bit, a little, very etc.) UNGRADABLE (completely, absolutely etc.) 

ADVERBIAL MODIFIER ADJECTIVE ADVERBIAL MODIFIER ADJECTIVE 

Painfully Slow   

Seriously Hurt   

Terribly Worried Totally Starving 

Bitterly Cold Absolutely Freezing 

Pretty Scared Completely Terrified 

Dead Tired Really Exhausted 
 

4. Game 

Play the game with your partner. Move one space at a time and find the strongest collocations. Cross them out and block your partner! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Speaking 

With your partner, retell your story from 1. Speaking. Use some of the gradable and ungradable adjectives you have learnt today. 
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TEACHER’S NOTES 
 

1. Speaking 

• As students will be retelling this story at the end of the lesson, try and encourage all students to engage in the task.  

• Each student should try to speak from approximately 1 minute. 
 

2. Reading and writing 

• Refer students to the picture and gapped text. Set the scene, especially how dangerous it may be to be caught in an avalanche. 

• Explain there are no right and wrong answers and they should discuss with their partner what information could potentially fill the 
gaps before going ahead and writing something down. If some students are struggling, give them some ideas and guidance. 

• Ask for some feedback from a couple of student pairs before moving on. There is no need to read the possible answers from the 
teacher’s notes. 

 

Possible answers: 
When I saw the avalanche I was absolutely terrified. I don’t know how I managed to survive but I did. I was covered under lots 
of rock and snow and I was absolutely freezing and very scared. Suddenly, I saw somewhere safe, a covered ledge on the 
mountain side. My legs hurt and my walking was very slow. 
When I got to the ledge, I was still very cold and very tired. A few hours later I was absolutely starving and very worried 
thinking that I was going to die. 
As it was getting dark a helicopter flew past looking for people. I stood up and waved my arms and hoped someone would see 
me. 10 minutes later, a doctor helped me onto the helicopter and he could see I wasn’t very hurt but I was absolutely 
exhausted and alive! 
 

3. Vocabulary 

Some questions regarding form may be asked. Here are some notes which may be of assistance: 
 

Gradable adjectives 
Most adjectives are gradable as they show qualities on a scale being weaker or stronger (list here is not exhaustive): 
 

(WEAKER) A little…. Fairly….  Really….  Very….  Extremely…. (STRONGER) 
 

....slow  hot…. 
 

N.B. Absolutely cannot be used with gradable adjectives 
 

Ungradable adjectives 
Adjectives which are ungradable show extreme or absolute qualities and therefore don’t have different degrees. 
Typically, ungradable adjectives can be stressed using adverbs such as (list here is not exhaustive): 
 

Totally…. Completely…. Really….  Absolutely…. 
 

furious…. freezing…. 
 

N.B. Absolutely is the most commonly used adverb modifier. 
N.B. Really can be used with gradable and ungradable adjectives. 

 

Although some adverbial modifiers lend themselves towards certain types of adjectives, be aware that some collocate (words that go together 
more often than chance) better than others. The choice of what goes together may sound natural to a proficient user but for the learner, the 
choice may appear somewhat arbitrary (see below). 
 

Gradable adjectives such as slow and cold show that 
something can have different degrees. You can be a little, 
really or very but you cannot be absolutely. 

Ungradable adjectives such as freezing and terrified show 
that something cannot have different degrees. You can be 
completely or absolutely but you cannot be very. 

 

Questions may be raised as to why there is a necessity to learn these specific collocations when in this instance very or absolutely can be used 
to similar effect. Reassure students that although very and absolutely are common default adverbial modifiers, their language will sound better 
if they use the following: 
 

The selected collocations (words 
which go together more often than 
chance) are derived from a mixture 
of personal experience, occurrence 
in corpus data and B2/C1 ELT course 
books . 

GRADABLE (a bit, a little, very etc.) UNGRADABLE (completely, absolutely etc.) 

ADVERBIAL MODIFIER ADJECTIVE ADVERBIAL MODIFIER ADJECTIVE 

Painfully Slow   

Seriously Hurt   

Terribly Worried Totally Starving 

Bitterly Cold Absolutely Freezing 

Pretty Scared Completely Terrified 

Dead Tired Really Exhausted 

 
N.B. Dead is typically used informally especially in spoken English. 

N.B. You may need to point out that there can be many other variables, while painfully tired is not a collocation, pretty 
worried is. The list here is also not exhaustive. 
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4. Game 

• Make students aware that the collocation from 3. Vocabulary are presented in the grid game. 

• Ask students to cover the collocations from the table in  3. Vocabulary. 

• Pair students asking them to work from one worksheet. If necessary, make 1 group of 3 students. 

• Each player needs a counter, a coin will suffice. 
 

The rules of the game 
1. Each player can enter the board with their counter at any point onto 1 of the outer oval shapes containing a word. 
2. At the start of their go, a player can move one space in any direction to any available oval space. 
3. When a player lands on an oval shape, they must guess the adverb/adjective collocation. 
4. The player is then permitted to check the table from exercise 3. Vocabulary to see if they were correct. If the collocation has been 

guessed correctly, the player writes their initials in both oval shapes (the oval where their counter is currently placed and the oval with 
the correct collocation). This signals the end of the player’s go and the start of their opponents turn who now repeats the process. 

5. All players are not allowed to enter any oval shapes that have initials placed in them. These spaces have now been used and are therefore 
out of bounds for the rest of the game. 

6. If a player guesses a collocation with a word that their opponent is currently positioned over. The opponent remains in this position until 
it is their go. Naturally the opponent will move from this space but is not permitted to return to this square as it is now out of bounds. 

7. Players can land on the same oval at the same time as long as the collocation has not been guessed. 
8. The player who manages to block their opponent from moving is declared the winner. 
9. The game can be repeated using the other player’s worksheet. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5. Speaking 

• Allow time for planning, ask students to retell their stories from 1. Speaking using the language from this lesson. 

• This task may work well as a mingling exercise.  

• Aim to have each student repeat their story three times to help recycle the language. 

• Make notes for cold correction. 
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