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Student worksheets 

Grammar Form 

1. We form the passive with a form of the verb to be + past participle. 

 

2. The object in an active sentence… 

By 1854, the workers had built six London railway stations. 

                       (subject)   (verb)                                     (object)  

 

           By 1854, six London railway stations had been built (by the workers). 

                                                                               (be + past participle) 

  

…goes to the subject position in a passive sentence. 

 

3. The doer (subject) is either not mentioned at all or mentioned using: 

a. By + person 

b. In + year 

c. At + time 

d. On + date 
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Meaning: Find these sentences in the text and answers the questions. 
 

1. The passive is used in formal language – true or false? 
 
 

2. We use the passive for many reasons, these examples are from the text: 
 

a. ‘By 1854. Six London railway stations had been built’. 
                                                        (past perfect passive) 
 

• Who built the stations? 

• Why doesn’t the writer say who built the stations? 
 
 

b. ‘The Hammersmith and City Railway was opened on 24th Dec 1864’. 
                                                        (past simple passive) 
 

• Who opened the station? 

• Why doesn’t the writer say who opened the stations? 
 
 

c. ‘In 2007, more than 1 billion passenger journeys were recorded’. 
                                                            (past simple passive) 
 

• Who recorded the journeys? 

• Why doesn’t the writer say who recorded the journeys? 
 
 

d. ‘A fire was caused at King’s Cross station….’ 
   (past simple passive) 
 

• Who or what caused the fire? 

• Why didn’t London Transport say what caused the fire? 
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Student practice 

 
1. Find some examples in the text: 

a. Present simple passive 
 

b. Past simple passive 
 

c. Present perfect passive 
 

d. Past perfect passive 
 

e. Passive infinitive 
 

f. Reduced passive form 
 

g. Modal infinitive 
 
2. Now make the sentences above active.  You may need to invent the subject. 
 
      ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
      

      ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
     

      ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
      

      ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
       

      ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
     

      ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
     

      ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
3. Answer these questions: 

a. Find an example of the passive in the section ‘Tragedy and disaster’ where the ‘doer’ is 
not known. 

 
b. In the section ‘Ghosts on the Underground’, transform the first paragraph into the 

passive. 
 

c. In the section ‘Ghosts on the Underground’, The sentence, ‘The nun’s brother, Phillip 
Whitehead, was executed in 1811…’  Why does the writer not mention the ‘doer’ i.e. 
the person who executed Phillip Whitehead? 

 
d. In the section ‘Ghosts on the Underground’, What is the writer suggesting in the line 

‘The grave of the ‘black nun’ was disturbed’? 
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Speaking 
 
1. Students are given the following roles either individually, in pairs or small groups.  They are 

encouraged to plan what they are going to say via a mind-map and make appropriate notes to aid 
their speaking. 

 
 

Imagine you are a very old person from London. When you were a child, you slept on the Underground for one night with your family during an air raid. You 
are going to tell the class what happened. Make notes on these topics: 
 

• What was it like? 

• What do you remember?  

• What did you see? What did you hear? How did it smell? 

• How did you feel?  Were you scared? Did you feel safe? 

• Think about the different emotions you might have felt and think of some adjectives you could use to describe your experience. 
 

 

Imagine you are waiting on the platform at King’s Cross Underground station on 18th November 1987 when the fire started.  You managed to get out alive 
but with difficulty. You are going to tell the class what happened. Make notes on these topics: 
 

• What was it like?  

• What do you remember?  

• What did you see? What did you hear? How did it smell? 

• How did you feel?  Were you scared? 

• Think about the different emotions you might have felt and think of some adjectives you could use to describe your experience. 
 

 

Imagine you are working on your own at 2.00am deep down on the platform at Charing Cross Tube station. Suddenly, you look up and see a ghost! You are 
going to tell the class what happened. Make notes on these topics: 
 

• What was it like?  

• What do you remember?  

• What did you see? What did you hear? How did it smell? 

• How did you feel?  Were you scared? Did you feel safe? 

• Think about the different emotions you might have felt and think of some adjectives you could use to describe your experience. 
 

 

Imagine you are a worker constructing the first Underground tunnel in 1854. It’s hot and the work is dangerous, but you are poor and really need the 
money. You are going to tell your class about your work. Make notes on these topics: 
 

• What is it like?  

• What can you see? What can you hear? What can you smell? 

• How do you feel?  Are you scared? Do you feel safe? 

• Think about the different emotions you feel and think of some adjectives you could use to describe your experience. 
 

 

You are going to tell your class about your experience getting home yesterday. Imagine you were running to catch an Underground train at Charing Cross 
Station. The weather was very hot and there were a lot of people in the station. 
 

• What was it like?  

• What do you remember?  

• What did you see? What did you hear? How did it smell? 

• How did you feel? Were you scared? Did you feel safe? 

• Think about the different emotions you might have felt and think of some adjectives you could use to describe your experience. 
 

 

Imagine you are a train driver on the London Underground. You are going to tell your class about your day at work yesterday. Make notes on the following: 
 

• What is your job like?  

• What did you see? What did you hear? What did you smell? 

• How did you feel? Did you see anybody special? 

• Think about the different emotions you might have felt and think of some adjectives you could use to describe your experience. 
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Answers 

Meaning: Find these sentences in the text and answers the questions. 
 
 

1. The passive is used in formal language – true or false? True, it’s objective. 
 
 

2. We use the passive for many reasons, these examples are from the text: 
 

a. ‘By 1854. Six London railway stations had been built’. 
                                                        (past perfect passive) 

 

• Who built the stations? We can assume it was construction workers. 

• Why doesn’t the writer say who built the stations? It’s obvious. 
 
 

b. ‘The Hammersmith and City Railway was opened on 24th Dec 1864’. 
                                                        (past simple passive) 

 

• Who opened the station? We don’t know but we might assume it was someone 
important. 

• Why doesn’t the writer say who opened the stations? It’s not important or the 
writer doesn’t know. 

 
 

c. ‘In 2007, more than 1 billion passenger journeys were recorded’. 
                                                            (past simple passive) 
 

• Who recorded the journeys? We can assume that it was a machine. 

• Why doesn’t the writer say who recorded the journeys? It’s not important. 
 
 

d. ‘A fire was caused at King’s Cross station….’ 
   (past simple passive) 
 

• Who or what caused the fire? They think it was a cigarette. 

• Why didn’t London Transport say what caused the fire? They didn’t want to admit 
responsibility. The smoking ban was not enforced, and the escalators had not been 
cleaned. 
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Student practice 
 

1. Find some examples in the text: 
a. Present simple passive Ghosts on the Underground: ‘It is believed’, ‘It is said’. 

 

b. Past simple passive Many examples, e.g. The first underground railways: ‘were introduced’. 
 

c. Present perfect passive Day-to-day problems: ‘It has been considered’. 
 

d. Past perfect passive Before the Underground was built: ‘had been built’. 
 

e. Passive infinitive The first underground railways ‘It was to be called’. 
 

f. Reduced passive form (a relative clause where the relative pronoun and the verb to be have 
been removed leaving only the past participle) After 1900: ‘known as “the Roundel”’. 

 

g. Modal infinitive Ghosts on the Underground & Day-to-day problems: ‘can be seen’. 
 
2. Now make the sentences above active.  You may need to invent the subject. 
 
 
3. Answer these questions: 

a. Find an example of the passive in the section ‘Tragedy and disaster’ where the ‘doer’ is not 
known. ‘The escalator…. was covered in grease’. 

 
b. In the section ‘Ghosts on the Underground’, transform the first paragraph into the passive. 

Strange noises and ghostly sightings have been heard… 
 

c. In the section ‘Ghosts on the Underground’, The sentence, ‘The nun’s brother, Phillip 
Whitehead, was executed in 1811…’  Why does the writer not mention the ‘doer’ i.e. the 
person who executed Phillip Whitehead? It is obvious. 

 
d. In the section ‘Ghosts on the Underground’, What is the writer suggesting in the line ‘The 

grave of the ‘black nun’ was disturbed’? Her grave was accidentally exhumed, but it is also 
suggesting that her soul had been woken/disturbed. 
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